Protective effect of irradiated metacercariae of Fasciola gigantica and irradiated cercariae of Schistosoma bovis against fascioliasis in goats.
Sensitisation of goats for eight weeks with metacercariae of Fasciola gigantica gamma-irradiated at 3 kr resulted in significant resistance to an homologous challenge with normal metacercariae. However, serum sorbitol dehydrogenase assay suggested that, whereas little damage was produced by immunising infections, considerable hepatic damage was caused by flukes remaining from challenge infections. On the other hand sensitisation with cercariae of Schistosoma bovis gamma-irradiated at 3 kr did not stimulate any resistance against heterologous challenge with F. gigantica.